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Charity Organization Society in New York City, three-fourths were found to be destitute wholly or partly on
account of sickness. (E. T. Devlne: Misery and Its Causes, p. 204.) Thus a vicious circle of economic
disadvantages due to sickness and conditions causing sickness is established. Overwork and worry, Insanitary
housing and community surroundings, and lack of nutritious food are frequent causes of sickness. Sickness, in
turn, reduces the family s economic status by entailing extra expenses and loss of wages, weakens efficiency,
and demoralizes the worker. There can be little doubt that such a circle throws more wage earners on the
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