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commerce of the country, cannot be regarded as the concern of
the six states--they are of national importance. If the fish
captured in these lakes were consumed along their shores I
grant that the states would have no special claim upon the
general government for taking part in maintaining such
fisheries, or helping in any way to their re-establishment. This
was the condition of afiairs once; but with the modern facilities
of rapid communication and improved methods of
transportation, their product is marketed all over the country,
and for that reason the states bordering the great lakes have, in
my judgment, as good a right to assist ance from the general
government, in the directions I shall presently men tion, as the
fisheries of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Our lake fisheries are
not to be compared in extent and value to those...
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